
January 6, 2017 e-mail copy 

GPH-205: Welcome to the student who just enrolled, 
we're up to a max of 40 students in this class now! 
 

Here we are near the end of the first week of the Winter 2017 
term and a few more students have joined us for the class, 
which has now reached the max enrollment limit of 
40! Welcome newcomers to this fully online class! I'll keep this 
short and sweet since many students already in the class have 
already seen this info! (But read on, oldtimers, there's good and 
witty stuff here!) 
 

The course web site is reached at http://bit.ly/gph205-info. It's reachable via D2L but 
not contained in D2L because I can build and maintain more human-friendly and faster-
responding web screens than D2L provides and I can keep them accessible to 
everyone without constraints. If you haven't visited the course web site and explored it 
please do as soon as possible, you can't start having fun until you do! Attached is a 
short illustrated .pdf that shows you the very simple navigation involved. 
 
Attached also is a checklist of assignments. You'll see that there are eight, that is, two 
pieces of work for each of the four modules ("units") of this course. Plus an essay and a 
take-home final. That's it. It's all described in a workbook you download for free at the 
course web site. I wrote the workbook. But you'll also need an inexpensive art history 
text,The Story of Art by Ernst Gombrich, as indicated in the course web site. Any used 
edition of that book will be fine. As cheap as $4 used online with the links on the course 
web site, or find it in a library. it's a real book, not an inflated-price "college text." New? 
$22.57 at Amazon.  
 
Attached also is a copy of the Confirmation of Participation Form you need to 
complete with your intended work submission schedule and return to me by January to 
the dedicated course gmail address from which I am sending this e-mail. All your work 
is submitted that way, not to a D2L dropbox. Why? Because it makes it possible for you 
to easily revise and resubmit your work without any limitations. I am your individual 
mentor in this course and no work assignment is a one-time submission unless you 
wish it to be. The due dates already shown on the confirmation form are suggestions 
that spread the work out evenly across the term. Change any or all of them if different 
dates suit you following the guidelines on the form. This course is designed to help you 
fit it into your life rather than forcing a fixed schedule on you with possible scheduling 
awkwardness in your life. Once you meet your schedule for initial submission of an item 
you can revise and resubmit it anytime(s) in the remainder of the term. Need to re-plan 
your schedule? You can do that up to twice during the term! 
 

http://bit.ly/gph205-info
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Lastly, attached is a concise .pdf that shows you where the Helpful Hints link is on the 
coursework menu web screen. Helpful Hints has copies of this kind of e-mail and other 
useful study aids. That writeup also leads you to a full-scale example of the way I will 
send you your assignment scores and extensive individual feedback on each of your 
submissions. There's no online scavenger hunt involved in you "finding" your grades 
and assignment feedback online. I send this to you on a form that accumulates all 
scores and feedback and the form computes, summarizes, and depicts your course 
progress at all times. Much more convenient for you than some hunt and peek online 
process in which different assignment scores and feedback are in different “see if you 
can find me!” places; also much more productive for me! 
 
I designed this online course to take full advantage of what today's modern electronic 
technology can do to make learning as easy as possible to accomodate, responsive, 
satisfying--and fun! This cuts out a lot of complex "infrastructure" overhead and a lot of 
extraneous technical mumbo-jumbo that might (and probably would) otherwise stand 
between you and productive learning. This class isn't your typical attempt to shoehorn 
antiquated classroom teaching methods and tactics into a computer. Instead, I've used 
my extensive background in computer science and educational research to implement a 
mode of teaching that more resembles and simulates the close contact enjoyed in 
ancient times between teachers and "apprentices" who learned from them. No quizzes. 
No midterm. No time-consuming “talk amongst yourselves” discussion boards where the 
blind are encouraged to lead the blind and the followers endlessly parrot the first-
responders. A repeatable take-home final that meets and exceeds requirements for 
demonstrating the ability to think critically, without worrying about a lot of arcane 
formatting trivia. Learning by iteration and individual dialog. All lectures and video 
resources available all the time, even now. Everything is designed to help you invest 
time at your own availability and learning pace in a productive learning endeavor that 
can guarantee you an "A" if YOU invest the time and energy to learn and not just try to 
"get through it." This is interesting, informative, colorful and fun subject matter! Give it a 
couple of hours of time a week starting now and you will be glad you did! 
 
BTW, are you having fun yet? You can't until you dig in! So get to the course web site. 
Just click here to get to the class web site! Assess your time commitments and 
complete the confirmation and schedule form and get it to me. Download the workbook, 
get The Story of Art, start following the links on the course web site menu page to Unit 
1, and start following the "sessions" links there. You will be fascinated by what you learn 
and how you learn it! 
 
Happy new year! 
 
:) Jim 
 
 
Attachments mentioned above: 
Download all of the attachments mentioned in this e-mail from the Helpful Hints link at 
the course web site (you can click here on that hyperlink itself!). 

http://bit.ly/gph205-info
http://janossy2522a.blogspot.com/p/j-equipment-recommendations.html

